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I attempted some correspondence with the General on the
whole position. He, however, asserting his entire innocence
in the affair, declined to be drawn. Mrs General, entrenched
behind a chapel and a favourite divine at Cheltenham, was
quite equal to the occasion. If, she wrote, there had indeed
ever been any such understanding, as stated by me, about
the dear girls joining their brother, that, of course, could
not stand before the moral aspect of the case, to which I
might not perhaps attach much importance, but to which
it was her duty as a Christian woman to give the fullest
weight. The brother being left alone in the place was
exposed to various temptations from which it was her duty,
so her conscience told her, to protect him. Had she
anticipated any sympathy from me in such a matter she
would not have failed to have consulted me. But, alas!
she feared that on such, what she had the highest authority
for terming spiritual questions, there must be a vast diverg-
ence between her views as a Christian woman and those
of one who would regard the case from the material stand-
point only. She was glad to add that all she said had the
full approval of the Rev. D'Ismal Howler of the Cheltenham
Chapel, one of whose sermons she sent me. And she pro-
mised that she and the reverend gentleman would not fail
to remember me in their prayers, as apparently she con-
sidered that this attention was very necessary to my
future.

The poor old General did not remain long in it, being
soon gathered to his fathers. But this eminently Christian
lady, having shunted her responsibilities on to me, lived
for many years at Cheltenham, a great authority on the
composition of mango - chutney, and much admired in a
certain set as the embodification of all the many varied
and well - known Christian virtues and well - advertised
spiritual excellences, of which she was one of the High
Priestesses.